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Dear Colleague;

Today an estimated 11.8 million young people (18-24) from around the world are living with HIV/AIDS and over 74 million young people are out of work. Increasingly, young people face immense challenges to their health and livelihoods as an entire generation is growing up with very limited opportunities while having to deal with new challenges such as the HIV/AIDS epidemic.
Canada exists within a dynamic global community and its citizens have developed a reputation for being outward looking and inclusive. Canadian youth have a unique role to play in continuing this tradition.  They too will be affected by HIV/AIDS, unemployment and other issues affecting youth on a global scale.  

It is critical that youth be involved in the wider global conversation addressing the coming challenges and to continue Canada’s central role on the world stage. Youth Challenge International (YCI) aspires to a world where youth can reach their full potential through active participation in the development of their communities.
To that end, Youth Challenge International is proud to be an active participant and facilitator in the youth program of the XVI International AIDS 2006 conference based this summer in Toronto.

The AIDS 2006 Conference is estimated to be the largest global health summit in history. From August 13th-18th over 25,000 delegates including youth activists, scientists, health care providers, political, community and business leaders, journalists, government, non-governmental and intergovernmental representatives, and people living with HIV/AIDS are expected to attend this conference.

YCI will be a key contributor to this conference; engaging 4 international partner delegates alongside 15 volunteers to facilitate a range of youth driven activities that include art concept pieces, panel discussions, booth displays, conscious hip hop production, a documentary film, and speaking tours throughout the GTA. 

We are looking for the help of committed parties who share our vision, and want to make a difference in the lives of youth around the world. Your sponsorship of our participation in this event will allow Youth Challenge International volunteers from Canada, Guyana and Tanzania to work side by side with other youth activist from around the globe on important youth development projects.

July 14, 2006
Dear Youth Challenge International Alumni! 
Today an estimated 11.8 million young people around the globe are living with HIV/AIDS and over 74 million youth are out of work.  An entire generation is growing up with very limited opportunities while having to face the immense challenges of living within the HIV/AIDS epidemic.
It is critical that youth be involved in the wider global conversation addressing social change. Youth Challenge International (YCI) aspires to a world where youth can reach their full potential through active participation in the development of their communities. To this end, YCI is proud to be an active participant and facilitator in the youth program of the XVI International AIDS 2006 conference based this summer in Toronto.

This conference is estimated to be the largest global health summit in history. From August 13th-18th over 25,000 delegates including youth activists, scientists, health care providers, political and community leaders, journalists, government and non-governmental representatives, and people living with HIV/AIDS are expected to attend this conference.

As mentioned, YCI will be a key contributor within the conference program by involving 4 YCI youth delegates from Guyana and Tanzania. We will be showcasing a range of youth driven activities that include an art piece, panel discussions, project displays, conscious hip hop production, a documentary film and a speaking tour. 

Through your own work within the YCI network you have witnessed the dedication and innovative programming developed by partner organizations across the globe.  It’s time to share this knowledge with the world!
You may have heard us talk about Marko.  He is a young man living HIV positive in Tanzania and works with YCI and the Canadian volunteers involved in this program as a Youth Coordinator.  He uses hip hop and dance to communicate his work with his peers.  His engagement in this conference is critical, both for our organization and for his own personal and professional development.
We are asking for your help.  Your sponsorship of our participation in this event through a $5, $10, $20 or $40 donation will allow YCI to provide a rich avenue for the development of our international youth partners and our network.  As a community, let us reciprocate the same hospitality, support and opportunity for personal growth and learning that our overseas host communities have demonstrated.
If you are ready to donate, please visit www.yci.org and click on “Donate”.  Please follow the link to Canada Helps and designate your funds to the “Marko to AIDS 2006”.  As a donor you can expect to receive our final AIDS 2006 participation report and have access to our online conference blog.  Thank you for your support!  
If you have any questions, please contact Ryan Tucker at ryan@yci.org or Erin Nesbitt at erin@yci.org.
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